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C5 Accelerate enters into partnership with SAP NS2™  

 ‘Innovation Partnership’ begins as C5A prepares to welcome its second cohort of companies into 
its Washington D.C. PeaceTech Accelerator program  

 
Washington D.C. 18 September, 2017– C5 Accelerate (C5A), the Cloud Innovation Centre for best-of-

breed startups, has today announced that it has entered into a new Innovation Partnership with SAP 

National Security Services, Inc. (SAP NS2™) the independent, US subsidiary SAP, and leading provider of 
national security enterprise technology. This partnership will further strengthen the work being 
done by C5A’s Washington PeaceTech Accelerator to identify and nurture rising stars within the 
global peacetech market. The Peacetech Accelerator is operated in partnership with Amazon Web 
Services (“AWS”) and PeaceTech Lab, and is focused on attracting and monitoring companies 
seeking to tackle national security issues and address the root causes of conflict, particularly in crisis 
zones.  
 
SAP NS2 will be bringing to bear its expertise around cutting-edge technology, data management 
and advanced analytics. The partnership comes at an especially exciting and opportune time, with 
the second group of cohort companies set to enter the Peacetech Accelerator in September. This 
follows the success of the first cohort, which entered the accelerator in April 2017 and graduated in 
May. This solid foundation has led to 69 companies applying for the second cohort program. These 
companies went through a detailed review process before the top eight were selected to enter the 
program in mid-September. Cohorts will join the accelerator for eight weeks before presenting their 
investment case to the global investment community on November 1, 2017 in Washington D.C. 
Further details of the eight companies can be found in the appendix below.  
 
SAP NS2 will also be participating in the inaugural Shield in the Cloud Innovation Challenge, hosted 
and managed by C5A, which is the first global anti-corruption challenge for the most innovative 
start-ups, corporations, not-for-profits and governments working in cloud-based technology to 
promote transparency and accountability compliance worldwide. Shield in the Cloud will run until 
December 2017 and the winners will be announced at a gala dinner in Washington D.C. on February 
27, 2018.  
 
Eva-Maria Dimitriadis, COO at C5A said, “The strength of any accelerator program lies in the 
mentors and instruction that they provide to young companies. We’re pleased to welcome such an 
influential name as SAP NS2 to the program as they have many important lessons to give our 
companies, as well as being able to provide concrete examples of how to be successful in the tech 
field. As the new companies join the program we’re really looking forward to see how their potential 
develops.”   
 
Mark Testoni, President & CEO at SAP NS2 said, “Technology is empowering citizens in many areas 
of the world, enabling better transfer of information and creating more security, transparency and 
accountability. Whether the technology is used to counter terrorism, support law enforcement, 
reduce the cyber risk aperture or counter corruption, these efforts can result in safer and more 
stable communities. It’s important to us to be champion these impactful initiatives, and we are 
proud to be a part of the C5A Peacetech Accelerator program.”   
 

 

 

--ENDS-- 

 

http://www.c5accelerate.com/
https://aws.amazon.com/
https://aws.amazon.com/
http://www.peacetechlab.org/
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For press enquiries contact: 

John Merva on: jmerva@hudsonsandler.com or +44 207 796 4133 

Or 

Dmitra Hatzudis on: Dimitra.hatzudis@c5capital.com or +1 202 600 1718 

 

About C5 

Part of the C5 Capital Group, C5 Accelerate is a London, Washington D.C., and Bahrain based 

technology investment firm. C5 Accelerate is developing a Cloud Accelerator Cluster in Europe, the 

Middle East, Africa and the United States, alongside Amazon Web Services.  

 

Its mission is to accelerate best-of-breed start-ups to meet the growth opportunity being created by 

the geographic expansion of AWS, the world’s leading cloud computing platform. 

 

Further information about C5A is available from: http://www.c5accelerate.com/  

 

About SAP NS2 

At SAP NS2, we are driven to defend. We provide innovative computing, analytics, and cloud 

solutions that accelerate the pace of data fusion, analysis and action. Our solutions help leaders 

better manage the business of the mission from the back office to the battlefield, delivering a critical 

offset over the adversary. As an independent subsidiary of SAP, we’re backed by game changing 

technology, staffed by 100% U.S. citizens on U.S. soil, dedicated to meeting the unique mission 

requirements of U.S. national security organizations. Learn more at www.sapns2.com.  

 

Appendix: Peacetech Accelerator Cohort 2 

Name: Global Impact Strategies (giStrat) 

Business: Using advanced decision analytics and machine learning to make smarter decisions faster 

Location of incorporation: Delaware, USA 

Type: For-profit 

Established: 2016 

Founders: Jerry White and Amir Bagherpour 

URL: https://www.gistrat.com 

 

Name: Annona 

Business: From seed to store, Ona is a mobile application transparently incorporating small-scale 

farmers into global supply chains 

Location of incorporation: Washington, DC 

Type: For-profit 

mailto:jmerva@hudsonsandler.com
mailto:Dimitra.hatzudis@c5capital.com
http://www.c5accelerate.com/
http://www.sapns2.com/
https://www.gistrat.com/
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Established: June 2015 

Founders:  Ashley King-Bischof and Zeluis Teixeira 

URL: http://annona.co 

 

Name: RedCrow 

Business: Risk mitigation and data analysis in the Middle East and north Africa 

Location of incorporation: Delaware, USA 

Type: For-profit 

Established: 2014 

Founders:  Hussein Nasser-Eddin and Laila Akel 

URL: http://www.redcrow.co  

 

Name: Global Scribes: Youth Uniting Nations®  

Nonprofit: Connecting youth to build communities through writing and creative expression 

Location of incorporation: Harmony, North Carolina 

Type: Not-for-profit 

Date of founding: 2014 

Founder: Cynthia English 

URL: http://www.globalscribes.org  

 

Name: Hala Systems, Inc. 

Business: Technology-driven solutions to reduce trauma and save lives in the world's toughest 

humanitarian environments 

Location of incorporation: Delaware, USA 

Type: For-profit 

Date of founding: 2015 

Founders: John Jaeger, Dave Levin and Dr Franz Busse 

URL: http://halasystems.com  

 

Name: Keshif 

Business: Converting raw data into interactive, visual and intuitive dialogues for organizations 

http://annona.co/
http://www.redcrow.co/
http://www.globalscribes.org/
http://halasystems.com/
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Location of incorporation: Arlington, Virginia 

Type: For-Profit 

Date of founding: 2016 

Founder: Mehmet Adil Yalçın 

URL: https://keshif.me  

 

Name: Primo Wind 

Business: Changing how and where the world uses clean and efficient wind energy 

Location of incorporation: San Diego, California 

Type: For-Profit 

Date of founding: 2016 

Founder: Ned McMahon 

URL: http://primowind.com/  

 

Name: MARK Labs 

Business: Using AI and blockchain to measure your social impact  

Location of incorporation: Delaware, USA 

Type: For-Profit 

Date of founding: 2015 

Founders: Kevin Barrow, Anthony Emtman, Melissa Bradley 

URL: https://www.marklabs.co/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://keshif.me/
http://primowind.com/
https://www.marklabs.co/

